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Purpose:  This paper explains the Leadership Team’s approach for handling sexual issues at the Culver Palms Church of Christ.  The Leadership Team is comprised of the Elders and Ministers.  We invite questions and dialogue.

“Male and female God created them.”  With these words, Genesis introduces many of life’s greatest joys … and greatest struggles!  This brief position paper seeks to summarize the Culver Palms Church of Christ Leadership Team’s perspective on several important sexual issues.

1.   In the story of the woman caught in adultery (John 8), Jesus says to the woman, “I do not condemn you.  Go and sin no more.”  This balance of grace (no condemnation) and guidance (a call to moral living) is exactly the balance we aim for at Culver Palms.  It is a difficult balance.  It is much easier to go to the extreme of grace without guidance, or guidance without grace.  We want to follow Christ strongly in both ways.

2.   In the same story, Jesus confronted the woman’s accusers.  We will similarly confront people who seek to exclude, condemn, or ridicule others at Culver Palms, so that those needing forgiveness, healing, and spiritual growth can find what they need in an environment of grace.

3.   In the story of the woman at the well (John 4), Jesus acknowledges, affirms, and addresses the spiritual thirst of a woman of questionable morals.  He doesn’t humiliate her.  He doesn’t cast doubt on her spiritual sincerity because of her immoral lifestyle.  He doesn’t nag, suspect, or reject her in any way, but rather engages her in a respectful, candid dialogue.  Similarly, we must be a welcoming place for spiritually thirsty people, whatever their moral background, offering them the same “living water” that Jesus offered this woman.

4.   In his teaching on the good shepherd, Jesus affirms that good shepherds protect their flocks from danger.  We take seriously our responsibility to protect people at Culver Palms from sexual harassment, propositioning, etc.  The church must be a sexually safe place, and we will do all we can to preserve that safety.

5.   In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Jesus taught that the goodness, justice, and morality of his followers must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees.  As an example, he challenged his followers to extend their moral concerns about adultery beyond the physical act to the imagination and heart.  Similarly, we will seek to call one another at Culver Palms not to an easy, permissive, low moral standard, nor to a superficial, legalistic, Pharisaical fastidiousness about sexual behavior, but rather to a sincere, deep, whole-hearted devotion to seek God’s kingdom and justice first in all areas of life, including the sexual area.

6.   The stories of Scripture reflect the realities of life:  in spite of our high calling and good intentions, even people of faith fail in the sexual area of life.  These failures are serious.  Others, often children, are wounded, trust is broken, and communities are weakened.  When sexual failures occur at Culver Palms, we will seek to follow the balance set by Jesus:  we won’t condemn, but we will call people to repent, get back on the path, and proceed in their spiritual growth and development.  Just as Jesus approached and encouraged Peter after his triple denial (John 21), we will approach and encourage people who have failed sexually.  Like Jesus, we will seek to focus on their heart (“Do you love me?”) and on their future (“Feed my sheep”), not on their past.
7.   There are now, as there have always been, many areas of controversy and moral confusion in the area of sexual behavior.   While we wholeheartedly affirm the “norm” for sexual behavior in Scripture – one man and one woman in a respectful, loving, lifelong covenant of marriage – we acknowledge that many people who come to us are living outside that norm.  We also acknowledge many agonizing and perplexing sexual situations, such as the struggle of those with homosexual orientation, or the situation of unmarried people living together in long-term relationships, or the failure of a marriage and its descent into divorce.  We will seek to care for people in these situations patiently and in the light of the whole counsel of God in Scripture, relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and in dialogue with one another and with the Christian community at large.  In each case, we will try to follow the balance we learn from Jesus:  responding to people with grace and without condemnation (“I do not condemn you”), and giving them the moral guidance they need, so they can learn to “go and sin no more.”
8.   There are also many ways in which sexual behavior can become degrading, dehumanizing, addictive, and destructive.  We are committed to helping people so afflicted to enter into a healing process leading toward sexual wholeness and holiness.  We understand that this process can be long and difficult, but in light of the alternative, and in light of what can be gained through disciplined persistence and life-giving connection to God and others, we are committed to uphold people in the long and difficult journey.
9.   Jesus said he came so that we could have abundant life, life to the full.  That abundance of life includes, we believe, the joy of being created “male and female,” and the joy of learning moral virtues and discipline so as to keep our sexuality precious, as God intends it to be.

10. Jesus was once upbraided by a Pharisee for letting a sexually immoral woman touch him by washing his feet with her kisses, tears, and hair (Luke 7).  Jesus defended this woman, and said that in spite of her sexual immorality, she knew something about forgiveness and love that the religious Pharisee hadn’t yet grasped.  Similarly, we believe that from morally broken lives can come poignant worship and spiritual sensitivity that will please God and instruct us all.   Jesus once compared himself to a shepherd who rejoices over the one lost sheep who is found than over the ninety-nine who never wandered (Luke 15).  We will seek to share his perspective and concern for people who lose their way.  As the Father sent Jesus, so Jesus sends us to seek and save whoever is lost.
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